
 
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Houston ISD Confucius Institute  

& Chongqing Municipal Education Commission  

in Chongqing, China 

 

 

 

June 14-29, 2019 

Beijing & Chongqing, China 

 

Chinese Bridge  
Summer Camp 

 

for American Students 



 
2 

 

Camp Information 
 

 Overview 
 

The “Chinese Bridge Summer Camp for American Students” is sponsored by 

Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters. HISD Confucius Institute, in 

partnership with our host schools in Chongqing, China, is proud to offer this 

opportunity for Houston ISD students to experience Chinese language and 

culture in China. 

 
Since the program was launched in 2007, over 5000 American high school 

students have been invited to participate in the summer camp in China, which 

has helped them to understand Chinese culture, improve their language 

proficiency in Mandarin Chinese, and build friendships with young people in 

China. The Confucius Institute Headquarters in Beijing will welcome students 

from Houston ISD Confucius Institute to their 2019 summer camp.  

 

Students who participate in the camp must be HISD high school students at the 

time of the camp, must be interested in learning Chinese or currently learning 

Chinese, and must be outgoing and eager to learn.  Each student will take a 

language proficiency exam to determine placement in camp language classes 

upon arrival in the host school in Chongqing.  

 

Mission Statement 
  

The “Chinese Bridge Summer Camp for American H igh  School Students” aims 

to promote exchange between the youth of China and the United States and 

enhance the understanding of American high school students of Chinese language 

and culture, thus to stimulate their interest in learning Chinese language. 
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Camp Activities 

 
During the program, students will study Chinese language and culture (paper 

cutting, calligraphy, brush painting, tea ceremony, martial arts, etc.), 

participate in various sports and cultural activities (friendly basketball matches, 

international student get-togethers, host family experiences, etc.); and visit 

points of interest and sites of natural beauty in China.   

 

Location 
 

The student delegation from Houston ISD 

Confucius Institute has been very fortunate 

to be able to participate in the summer camp 

in previous years. In the summer of 2015, 

our students visited Harbin, China.  In 2016 

& 2017, our students visited Chongqing and 

Beijing, China. In 2018, HISD visited Harbin, 

China.  We will return to Chongqing in 

summer 2019! 

Lifelong friendships were established with the 

students and faculty in these cities.   

 

 

The Chinese city of Chongqing has a history dating 

back at least 3,000 years. The Chongqing 

municipality is the cultural and economic center of 

southwestern China and has a population of over 30 

million people. The city of Chongqing has a 

population of over 8 million and is situated on the 

Jialing River that runs through Chongqing and feeds 

into the Yangtze River. It is known as a “mountain 

city” and a “city on rivers.”  

 

While no longer part of Sichuan Province, it was 

historically and culturally part of the culture and 

shares the same love for hot and spicy food dishes, 

especially “hot pot.” 
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Who is eligible to apply?  

HISD students entering 9th grade through 12th grades, who want to learn more 

about Chinese language and culture in an intensive setting and must be 

recommended highly by their teachers. Students do not have to be enrolled in 

Chinese language classes to apply. 

 

When is the program?  

Chinese Bridge Summer Camp is June 14-30, 2019. Applications are due by 

March 29, 2019.  Students will need to apply for a passport if they do not 

currently have one. 

 

What does the program cost?  

Students must pay for international airfare (approx. $1400), medical insurance 

(approx. $50), Chinese travel visa ($140) and the cost to apply for a passport if 

the student does not already have a valid passport. Payments toward the trip 

will be made through HISD SchoolPay. Students who qualify for free and 

reduced lunch may be eligible for financial assistance. 

 

Hanban/C.I. Headquarters will provide domestic airfare between Beijing and 

Chongqing, all meals, transportation, lodging, and entrance fees and excursions 

for the entire program. Students should expect to pay airfare cost at the time 

tickets are booked on or near May 10, 2019. 

 

If you are interested in attending HISD China Student Summer 

Camp, please access the application at 

http://bit.ly/ChinaSummerCamp2019 and complete by Friday, 

March 29. Applications will be accepted on a first come/first served 

basis with a maximum of 20 students across HISD high schools.  

 

 

Questions? Please contact Emily Smith, HISD C.I. Manager, at 

esmith23@houstonisd.org, or call 713-556-7578. 
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